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Sustainability and the Blue Economy
Ocean Technology and Shipbuilding 
Aquaculture and Fishery 
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There is no substitute for the creativity and energy that ignites when groups of 
like-minded people come together in the same place. When organizations choose 
to host their event in one of Canada’s centres of excellence, they not only gain 
access to some of the world’s safest, greenest, creative and culturally diverse and 
dynamic destinations — they also gain access to their industry’s thought leaders 
and innovators. These opportunities not only promote the transfer of knowledge, 
but they can lead to future collaboration, talent attraction, trade, investment and 
future leisure travellers. Such is the power of business events as a catalyst for 
economic nourishment and social and cultural change.”

VIRGINIE DE VISSCHER
Senior Director of Business Development, Economic Sectors, Destination Canada Business Events

Business events play a crucial role in economic growth. When 
destinations focus on their intellectual assets in a particular industry or 
sector sphere, they can help local industries accelerate ahead of those in 
other communities to become leaders in their field. By aligning our 
strategies with Canada’s leading innovation industries, we are creating a 
thoughtful, community-based approach to business event attraction that 
unites tourism, industry, academia, government and economic 
development agencies, lifting up culture, art, community confidence and 
pride, and ultimately, innovation.”

CHANTAL STURK-NADEAU
Executive Director, Destination Canada Business Events

CANADA
IN FOCUS

OPEN UP TO A HOST  
OF NEW CONNECTIONS

CANADA RANKS 1ST 

 IN G7 FOR BUSINESS 
ENVIRONMENT2

1ST IN OVERALL  
BEST COUNTRY  
RANKINGS3

1 1

Discover Canada for  
Business Events

Destination Canada’s Business Events 
team is charged with growing Canada’s 
share of international business events 
by promoting the country’s unique 
meeting, convention and incentive 
event possibilities. 

Canada’s oceans sector hubs are a natural  
draw for conferences across a wide range 
of sub-sectors. When combined with vast 
landscapes, diverse cities and culture,  
dynamic culinary and entertainment 
experiences, and unique opportunities to  
explore groundbreaking ideas, it’s easy to 
understand why organizations the world over 
are choosing Canadian locations to host their 
business events.

Established organizations and startups are 
driving the oceans sector beyond the modern 
age and into the future. When conference-
goers meet in Canada’s ocean sciences hubs, 
they can tap into our brain trust, connect with 
some of our brightest minds and preview  
made-in-Canada solutions. They can also 
explore Canadian technologies powering the 
future during B2B exchanges, technical tours 
and more. And when top performers of  
ocean-related global corporations are 
recognized and rewarded with incentive trips 
to unparalleled destinations and distinctive 
experiences in Canada, they’ll return home 
refreshed, inspired and ready to perform.

Isn’t it time for you to meet with purpose  
in Canada? Connect with us to learn how. 
businessevents@destinationcanada.com

1-
2019 Statistics Canada

2-
country.eiu

3-
newswire.ca

37.5M
Total Population1

19.1M
Total Workforce1

1.3M
Businesses1

$2.0T
Total GDP1

mailto:businessevents%40destinationcanada.com?subject=
http://country.eiu.com/article.aspx?articleid=78475791&Country=Canada&topic=Business&subtopic=Bus_9
https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/canada-is-the-no-1-country-in-the-world-according-to-the-2021-best-countries-report-867033906.html


THERE ARE TWO WAYS OF LOOKING AT THE 
MODERN OCEAN ECONOMY:  

Established ocean industries include offshore oil and gas exploration 
and production; shipping; shipbuilding and marine equipment; capture 
fisheries and fish processing; maritime and coastal tourism; and marine 
transportation, logistics, and port activities.

Emerging ocean industries include marine renewables; seabed 
mining for metals and minerals; marine aquaculture; marine 
biotechnology; and ocean monitoring, control and surveillance. 

A particular focus for Canada is the Ocean Technology sector, which 
is knowledge-intensive and characterized by dual or multiple use 
technologies, collaborative through university and government research 
centre activity, highly clustered in regions, and export-oriented.

CANADA RULES THE WAVES IN MARINE 
RENEWABLE ENERGY

Canada has 190 tidal current energy power sites with a total 
estimated capacity of more than 60% of the country’s annual total 
electric consumption. Nunavut has the country’s greatest abundance 
of tidal resources, while British Columbia has the most sites with 
potential power greater than 1 MW.

The wave energy potential that exists off Canada’s Pacific coast is 
equal to more than 55 per cent of the country’s annual electricity 
consumption. The potential capacity off Canada’s Atlantic coast is 
more than double Canada’s current electricity demand.

It’s exciting to see Grieg Seafood investing in both the west and east coasts of 
Canada . . . This just shows how confident Grieg Seafood is in the growth of 
our company and the growth of aquaculture in Canada.

-  Dean Trethewey, Seawater Production Director, Grieg Seafood 

We were looking at talent, location, cost and 
innovation. Halifax ticks all the boxes.

-  James Ives, CEO, Xocean

Google AI (USA) has partnered with Canada’s 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) to 
develop a means of detecting calls of endangered 
killer whales off the B.C. coast.

Primero Group Americas (Australia) is 
expanding its office in Montreal and creating  
20 new jobs. 

Grieg Seafood (Norway) is growing its Canadian 
operation, expanding salmon farming to Placentia 
Bay, Newfoundland and Labrador, and adding 
the $40 million Ronja Islander to its fleet. 

Imagine H20 (USA), the largest business 
accelerator in the water sector, selected Oneka 
Technologies in Quebec to be part of its  
2020 cohort.

Schottel Group and Minas Tidal LP (Germany) 
is the largest shareholder in the Pempa’q In-stream 
Tidal Energy Project in Nova Scotia, forming joint 
venture Spicer Marine Energy to co-develop 
adjacent berths at the Fundy Ocean Research 
Center for Energy (FORCE).

IBM (USA) announced its collaboration with 
Ocean Networks Canada to equip B.C. coastal 
communities with a monitoring and prediction 
system to respond to offshore accidents, tsunamis 
and other natural disasters, investing $12 million 
in cloud computing infrastructure, analytics 
software, services and skills training to support 
this next phase of Smart Ocean™.

        CANADA’S OCEAN SUPERCLUSTER
 
 
The first in the world built to tackle the shared challenges of multiple 
ocean sectors through a collaborative program of innovation activities, the 
ambition of the supercluster is to grow Canada’s ocean economy from 
$20B to over $30B by 2050. Representing a combined investment of over 
$300 million from public and private sources, within its first 10 years the 
supercluster is expected to create over 3,000 jobs and contribute more 
than $14B to Canada’s economy.

NOTABLE GLOBAL OCEAN SECTOR COMPANIES OPERATING  
IN CANADA

#4
Canada has the world’s fourth largest 
ocean territory 
Source: Canada’s Ocean Supercluster

#1
Canada has largest Arctic Ocean territory 
in the world 
Source: Canada’s Ocean Supercluster

#1
Canada has the largest coastline in 
the world
Source: Canada’s Ocean Supercluster

350K
Canada’s Ocean economy employs almost 
350,000 Canadians.
Source: Canada’s Ocean Supercluster

563
Canada’s 563 lakes and dozens of major rivers 
account for about 20% of the world’s  
surface freshwater
Source: Canadian Wildlife Federation

GDP BY OCEAN SECTOR 
INDUSTRY, 2018

FDI: SOURCE COUNTRIES  
BY INDUSTRY, 2015-2019 

Canada’s Ocean sector is immense—and 
not only because Canada is surrounded 
by so much ocean.
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Invest in Canada promotes, facilitates and 
accelerates foreign direct investment (FDI) 
into Canada. It is the global investor’s primary 
point of contact. Reach out to speak with a 
dedicated advisor.

info@invcanada.ca  |  www.investcanada.ca

CONTACT

NOTABLE RECENT INVESTMENT ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OCEANS
SECTOR 
IN CANADA

Date last updated July 13th, 2020, provided by Invest in Canada.
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THE BLUE 
ECONOMY: 
A PRIORITY 
FOR CANADA
Regional innovation systems are transformed when small-, medium- and 
large-sized companies, academic institutions and non-profit organizations 
come together to generate bold ideas. 

CANADA’S BLUE ECONOMY STRATEGY 

Bounded by three oceans and home to the world’s longest 
coastline, Canada is positioned to be a world leader in the blue 
economy — which is defined as an economy that supports 
middle-class jobs and ensures sustainable ocean industries.4 
Canada’s ocean economy accounts for $36B annually in GDP 
and provides 350,000 jobs in sectors that include fisheries 
and aquaculture, marine transportation, ocean energy and 
technology, recreation and tourism.5

The Government of Canada’s Blue Economy Strategy6 will 
ensure better protection, higher production and increased 
prosperity and play a key role in guiding future investments.  
In particular, the strategy aims to create new jobs and 
modernize ocean sectors in Indigenous and coastal 
communities. By supporting long-term economic growth  
for the sector, the Blue Economy Strategy holds tremendous 
potential in attracting global corporations to host their  
business events in Canada.

CANADA’S OCEAN SUPERCLUSTER

Harnessing the power of collaborative research and 
development, a $950M investment by the Government  
of Canada matched by the private sector unlocks the power 
of data-driven innovation across a spectrum of industries that 
make up Canada’s five superclusters: digital technologies, 
protein industries, advanced manufacturing, artificial 
intelligence and blue ocean science.

In recent years, Canada has grown the ocean economy 
in unprecedented ways. Leaders in fisheries, aquaculture, 
defence, offshore resources, marine renewables, bioresources, 
shipping and ocean technology are all coming together 
under the Ocean Supercluster umbrella to develop and 
commercialize solutions for shared challenges. This plays a 
powerful role in advancing Canada’s position as a global leader 
in the blue ocean economy. 

Anchored in Atlantic Canada and focusing on digital sensors 
and monitoring, autonomous marine vehicles, energy 
generation, automation, marine biotechnology and marine 
engineering technologies, Canada’s Ocean Supercluster 
harnesses emerging technologies to change the way business 
in the ocean economy is conducted. The supercluster has 
over 410 industry and associate members in ocean industries 
across the country, all of which are committed to working 
together to answer the call for sustainable ocean growth.  
They include: 

›  Accumulated Ocean 
Energy

›  Albion Marine Solutions
›  Canadian UAVS
›  Canadian Pond
›  CFFI Ventures
›  Grieg Seafood
›  Genoa Design 

International
›  Innovasea
›  Irving Halifax Shipyard

›  Kraken Robotics 
›  Nunavut Fisheries 

Association
›  Ocean Choice 

International
›  Ocean Frontier Institute
›  Pangeo Subsea
›  Energy Research & 

Innovation Newfoundland 
& Labrador

›  Virtual Marine

4-
canada.ca

5-
oceansupercluster.ca

6-
dfo-mpo.gc.ca

mailto:https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/campaign-campagne/bes-seb/index-eng.html?subject=
https://www.canada.ca/en/fisheries-oceans/news/2021/02/minister-jordan-launches-engagement-on-canadas-new-blue-economy-strategy.html
https://oceansupercluster.ca/about/
https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/campaign-campagne/bes-seb/index-eng.html
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Did You Know… 
As the most modern shipbuilder and in-service 
ship support provider in North America, Irving 
Shipbuilding Inc., headquartered in Halifax,  
Nova Scotia, provides efficient building, 
fabrication, conversion and servicing  
of vessels and offshore platforms.10

Canada boasts a vibrant shipbuilding 
industry, with some 825 companies that build 
everything from sophisticated naval ships 
to modern icebreakers. The industry covers 
the full spectrum of shipbuilding and ship 
design, including acoustic systems, security 
technologies, communication and information 
systems, vehicles, marine and offshore energy, 
and other services.7 The country’s 45 shipyards 
are concentrated primarily in the provinces of 
British Columbia, Ontario, Quebec and Nova 
Scotia.

SHIPBUILDING AND  
MARINE EQUIPMENT

825 
COMPANIES 

19,502  
JOBS8

$2.4B 
MARKET SIZE9

7-
shipbuilding-canada.ca

8-
dfo-mpo.gc.ca

9-
ibisworld.com

10-
shipbuilding-canada.ca

11-
tpsgc-pwgsc.gc.ca

SUCCESS STORIES 

Canada leads the way in large ship construction. 
In fact, approximately $2.54B worth of new 
construction contracts were awarded to 
Seaspan’s Vancouver Shipyards and Irving 
Shipbuilding Inc. in 2020, over a project period 
that runs until 2029.11

In July 2020, the first Arctic offshore patrol ship, 
HMCS Harry DeWolf, was delivered to the Royal 
Canadian Navy. This is the first large vessel built 
for and delivered to the Royal Canadian Navy 
under the National Shipbuilding Strategy  
combat package.11 

Announced in 2011, Irving Shipbuilding is 
producing the next generation of Canadian 
ships in Halifax. The $70B naval defence 
contract provides substantial direct and spin-off 
benefits for the province through supply-chain 
development as well as R&D activities.

In October 2020, the third and final offshore 
fisheries science vessel, Canadian Coast Guard 
ship John Cabot, was delivered, marking  
the completion of the first full class of large 
vessels under the National Shipbuilding Strategy  
— a huge milestone in the renewal of the Coast 
Guard fleet.11 In addition, Seaspan Shipyards will 
design and build a Polar Icebreaker through the 
National Shipbuilding Strategy. As the largest ship 
in the Canadian Coast Guard fleet, it will play a 
vital role in enabling the Coast Guard to patrol  
and protect 243,000 km of coastline.12

OCEANS CONFERENCE

International Conference on  
Maritime and Shipbuilding

2022

Vancouver, British Columbia

12-
newswire.ca

https://shipbuilding-canada.ca/
https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/stats/maritime/tab/mar-tab6-eng.htm
https://www.ibisworld.com/canada/market-size/ship-building/
https://shipbuilding-canada.ca/industry-information
https://www.tpsgc-pwgsc.gc.ca/app-acq/amd-dp/mer-sea/sncn-nss/rapport-report-2020-2-eng.html
https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/seaspan-shipyards-to-build-polar-icebreaker-for-canadian-coast-guard-804299734.html


B
U

SI
N

ES
S 

EV
EN

TS
  |

  O
C

EA
N

S
 S

EC
TO

R

1312

 b
us

in
es

se
ve

nt
sc

an
ad

a.
ca

 
#m

ee
tin

ca
na

da

Thanks to world-class research and 
development infrastructure, a highly skilled 
talent pool and a truly collaborative environment, 
Canada is at the forefront of embracing 
innovative technologies to address the greatest 
issues facing our oceans. Canada’s ocean 
technology — or OceanTech — companies are 
major players in areas like sensor technology, 
remote sensing, autonomous systems, marine 
simulation and more. With the strides made in 
using technology to push boundaries, Canada 
is poised to become a global leader in the 
fastgrowing OceanTech industry.13

OCEAN  
TECHNOLOGY 

Did You Know…
There are over 1,000 ocean technology 
companies in British Columbia — and 90% of 
them are concentrated between Vancouver and 
Victoria. Companies such as Cellula Robotics, 
Ocean Floor Geophysics and Open Ocean 
Robotics have developed underwater vehicles, 
subsea robotic tools and autonomous watercraft 
that leverage digital technologies for data 
collection and underwater transportation without 
harmful environmental effects.13

Atlantic Canada’s geography and proximity to 
Europe help make the region an innovation 
leader in the ocean economy. Companies 
are leveraging a long history of expertise in 
traditional industries like seafood harvesting and 
shipbuilding to transform the industry into one 
that is technology driven.13

13-
investcanada.ca

SUCCESS STORIES 

The new Vancouver Maritime Centre for Climate 
is an industry-led initiative that is committed to 
expediting the transition to a zero-emission 
shipping industry in British Columbia. The 
initiative strives to support the mobilization and 
implementation of green technologies that will 
help ship owners and the supporting land-based 
infrastructure reach zero emissions faster.

During 2018–2019 field operations, Ocean 
Exploration and Research worked closely 
with Ocean Networks Canada to implement 
SeaTubeV2, a web-based annotation interface 
for remotely operated vehicle operations, 
on expeditions aboard National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration ship Okeanos 
Explorer. The SeaTubeV2 serves as the digital 
equivalent to the scientist’s logbook, and 
is used by shipboard and shore-side cruise 
participants to log real-time observations on a 
range of topics.

eDNAtec, a leading innovator in environmental 
DNA technologies based in St. John’s, 
Newfoundland and Labrador, is on a quest 
to transform how to assess, monitor and 
characterize the ocean. The OceanDNA System 
has applications across ocean sectors and can 
help inform sustainable ocean management 
and activity.

OCEANS CONFERENCE

H2O: Home  
to Overseas Conference

2022

Halifax, Nova Scotia

https://www.investcanada.ca/blog/ocean-technology-canada-thrives-coast-coast-coast
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14-
dfo-mpo.gc.ca

15-
dfo-mpo.gc.ca

16-
aquaculture.ca

17-
dfo-mpo.gc.ca

18-
dfo-mpo.gc.ca

Canada is a global leader in aquaculture,  
which is the farming of fish, shellfish and 
aquatic plants in fresh or salt water.  
What began as a means to improve natural 
stocks has become a thriving commercial 
industry that provides benefits to many local 
and regional economies.14 Across the country 
and around the globe, aquaculture production 
has seen a significant rise in recent years.  
By providing healthy and sustainable  
seafood products, Canada’s aquaculture 
industry is playing an important role in  
meeting the growing demand for food.

AQUACULTURE

Did You Know… 
Atlantic salmon, mussels, trout, oysters and 
clams are the most prominent and largest 
aquaculture sectors in Canada.16

Canada is the fourth-largest producer of farmed 
salmon in the world and mussels are the top 
shellfish aquaculture export in the country.17

Aquaculture is the fastest-growing food 
production activity in the world and a sector that 
is flourishing in Canada. All told, approximately 
45 species of marine and freshwater finfish, 
shellfish and aquatic plants are commercially 
cultivated across the country.18

Canada’s aquaculture sector produced 187,026 
tonnes of seafood in 2019, which was valued at 
more than $1.2B. This has supported the local 
economies of numerous small and coastal 
communities.19

4,100
DIRECT JOBS GENERATED 
THROUGH THE AQUACULTURE 
SECTOR15

$300M
CONTRIBUTED TO GDP15

190,000 tonnes
OF PRODUCT PRODUCED15

FISHERIES 

Commercial fishing plays an integral role in the 
economies of Canada’s coastal regions. In fact, 
approximately 100 communities on the Pacific 
coast and more than 1,000 in Atlantic Canada rely 
on commercial fishing.20

More than 45,000 commercial fish harvesters 
work on Canada’s waters from coast to coast 
to coast. While the vast majority operate on 
the Atlantic coast, many also fish in British 
Columbia and inland on the Great Lakes and 
lakes in Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba.21 
The commercial fishing sector generated 
approximately $3B in GDP in 2016.22

OCEANS CONFERENCE

Aquaculture Canada & WAS  
North America

2022

St. John’s, Newfoundland and Labrador

19-
lop.parl.ca

20-
fishharvesterspecheurs.ca

21-
fishharvesterspecheurs.ca

22-
dfo-mpo.gc.ca

https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/stats/aquaculture-eng.htm
https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/about-notre-sujet/blue-economy-economie-bleue/engagement-paper-document-mobilisation/part4-eng.html#aquaculture
https://www.aquaculture.ca/aquaculture-in-canada-intro
https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/aquaculture/sector-secteur/stats-eng.htm
https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/aquaculture/consultations/loi-eng.html
https://lop.parl.ca/sites/PublicWebsite/default/en_CA/ResearchPublications/202103E
http://www.fishharvesterspecheurs.ca/fishing-industry/communities
http://www.fishharvesterspecheurs.ca/fishing-industry
https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/campaign-campagne/bes-seb/index-eng.html
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Leadership across the spectrum of 
industries not only makes Canada a competitor 
on the world stage, but an innovation leader. 
Business events, like those focused in the 
ocean sciences sector, accelerate progress 
and provide a platform for a year’s worth of 
business to take place over the course of just 
a few days. Such events lead to innovation and 
reinvention so critical to the economic recovery 
of businesses and the communities in which 
they operate and meet.

Business events are a fundamental source 
of learning, research and information sharing. 
Organizations that meet here gain access to 
Canadian industry and academic thought 
leaders, while also having the opportunity to 
take part in educational site visits to research 
institutions, startups, businesses and more.

WHY CANADA 
FOR OCEANS 
CONFERENCES

International business events are magnets 
for content-hungry individuals and for those 
with investment resources. Impressed by 
Canadian infrastructure, talent and ready 
access to key markets, the largest oceans 
companies in the world are expanding or 
relocating to Canada. These local subject-
matter experts can enhance speaker schedules 
and help champion events to grow membership 
and revenues.

Canada’s dynamic cities and urban innovation 
centres may be a natural draw for business 
events, but they also provide international 
travellers with a taste of Canadian culture, 
cuisine and our vast, dramatic landscapes, 
fuelling the desire to return with family and 
friends for future leisure travel.

Business events have the power to inspire 
the next generation, sparking innovation. 
Today’s advancements will transform the 
oceans sector. Many of the emerging 
technologies driving the industry forward are 
being developed in Canada.
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VICTORIA
Nestled among the vast Pacific 
Ocean, this compact seaside capital 
is a natural draw for international 
events focused on ocean sciences 
technologies and research. With 
specialized expertise in ocean 
imaging, sensors and data collection, 
and a wealth of knowledge capital 
in sustainability — all supported by 
industry and academia — picturesque 
Victoria is a top choice for future-
focused conference organizers.

9,209 EMPLOYED IN BC’S 
OCEAN SECTOR (2019)23

$12.3B IN GDP COMES 
FROM BC OCEANS SECTORS 
(2018)24

1,039 OCEAN AND MARINE 
COMPANIES ACROSS BC, 
WITH 70% LOCATED ON 
VANCOUVER ISLAND25

Did You Know… 
Nearly 900 kilometres of underwater cables have 
been deployed off the west coast of Vancouver Island 
by the University of Victoria’s Ocean Networks Canada 
initiative. The initiative has research and data-collection 
projects across Canada’s Arctic, Pacific and Atlantic 
oceans. Through the use of cabled observatories, remote 
control systems and interactive sensors, as well as big 
data management, it enables evidence-based decision-
making on ocean management, disaster mitigation and 
environmental protection.

CONFERENCES

Association for the 
Sciences of Limnology 
and Oceanography 
Summer Meeting

2018

Canadian Institute of 
Marine Engineering 
MARI-TECH

2018

North Pacific Marine 
Science Organization 
PICES-2019 Annual 
Meeting

2019

POST-SECONDARY & RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS

›  Camosun Coastal Centre for Marine Training
›  Centre for Ocean Applied Sustainable Technology 
›  Institute of Ocean Sciences
›  Ocean Networks Canada 
›  University of Victoria Faculty of Ocean and Atmospheric Sciences
›  University of Victoria West Coast Wave Initiative 

COMPANIES

›  ASL Environmental
›  Barnacle Systems (BRNKL)
›  Canada’s Pacific Navy (CFB Esquimalt)
›  Cascadia Seaweed
›  MarineLabs
›  Open Ocean Robotics
›  Ocean Diagnostics
›  Point Hope Shipyard (Ralmax)
›  SSI— Shipconstructor Software
›  Rockland Scientific

The pan-Canadian Indigenous Delegation was 
made possible through support from Tides Canada, 
Canadian Environmental Grantmakers’ Network, 
Oceans Collaborative and Ocean Networks Canada. 
One outcome was an Indigenous-authored declaration 
calling on the ocean-serving community to formally 
recognize the traditional knowledge of the Indigenous 
Peoples and establish meaningful partnerships with 
Indigenous communities, organizations and nations.27

A $1.5M, four-year partnership with Pacific Institute 
for Climate Solutions brought together a team of 
international researchers to capture greenhouse gas 
emissions and store it in solid rock below the ocean 
floor. In addition to international partners, the project 
team consists of scientists, engineers and social 
scientists from the University of Victoria and University 
of British Columbia.28

Ocean Networks Canada has collaborated with 
provincial, national and international partners to develop 
innovative tsunami modelling, measuring, monitoring 
and reporting methods that ensure more accurate 
tsunami detection and inundation maps.29

Noteworthy Innovations
In 2019, Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada announced an investment 
of $1.5M per year to support 
the Canadian Integrated Ocean 
Observing System. The Marine 
Environmental Observation, 
Prediction and Response Network 
will also provide an additional $2M 
over four years. By leveraging 
existing Canadian and international 
ocean observation data into a 
national system, the collaboration 
aims to make ocean data around 
the country findable, accessible, 
inter-operable and reusable.26

The global ocean observing 
science community came 
together at OceanObs’19 to find 
innovative solutions to address the 
rising need for ocean intelligence 
and governance. For the first 
time, the conference hosted 
53 Indigenous delegates from 
countries around the world, 
including Canada. 

Victoria’s location as a coastal and island 
community on the Pacific Ocean lends 
itself to be a growing hub for marine and 
ocean innovation. Due to our strength 
and abundance of marine industry 
businesses and research organizations, 
we have attracted various conferences, 
such as the Ocean Optics Conference, in 
this sector.” 

MIRANDA JI
Vice President of Sales, Business Events Victoria

23-
dfo-mpo.gc.ca

24-
dfo-mpo.gc.ca

25-
Association of  
BC Marine Industries

26-
oceannetworks.ca

27-
oceannetworks.ca

28-
bctechnology.com

29-
oceannetworks.ca

Conference 
infrastructure
6,100
GUEST ROOMS

20,903 m2

(225,000 ft2) 
TOTAL MEETING SPACE

1,100 Gala 
6,782 m2

(77,000 ft2) 
AT THE VICTORIA
CONFERENCE CENTRE

https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/stats/cfs-spc/tab/cfs-spc-tab2-eng.htm
https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/stats/maritime/tab/mar-tab2-eng.htm
https://www.oceannetworks.ca/launch-canadian-integrated-ocean-observing-system
https://www.oceannetworks.ca/bringing-indigenous-knowledge-table-oceanobs%E2%80%9919
https://www.bctechnology.com/news/2019/10/11/UVIC-Pacific-Institute-for-Climate-Solutions-Funds-1.5M-Project-to-Turn-Greenhouse-Gas-Carbon-Dioxide-Into-Rock.cfm
https://www.oceannetworks.ca/be-tsunami-prepared
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Nestled among mountains, forests 
and ocean, Vancouver is an equal 
distance between Europe and 
Asia Pacific. A centre of excellence 
across the natural resource 
spectrum, Vancouver leads in ocean 
sciences. Combine this wealth 
of local knowledge capital with 
progressive climate action policies, 
robust research institutions and 
thriving industries, and it’s easy 
to understand how sustainable-
minded organizations can gain fresh 
perspectives during conferences 
hosted here. 

Did You Know… 
The Port of Vancouver is a key signatory in the World 
Ports Climate Action Program, an international initiative 
announced in September 2018 at the Global Climate 
Action Summit.30

Universities and research organizations in Greater 
Vancouver work closely with private-sector companies  
to share knowledge from the marine technology and 
science community and to commercialize data and 
components of their advanced research.

The Vancouver Maritime Centre for Climate is  
a grassroots, industry-led initiative dedicated to 
accelerating the transition to a zero emissions  
shipping industry in British Columbia. 

CONFERENCES

International Marine Protected 
Areas Congress (IMPAC5)

2022

World Ports Conference

2022

9,209 EMPLOYED IN BC’S 
OCEAN SECTOR (2019)23

$12.3B IN GDP COMES 
FROM BC OCEANS SECTORS 
(2018) 24

1,039 OCEAN AND MARINE 
COMPANIES ACROSS BC, 
WITH 70% LOCATED ON 
VANCOUVER ISLAND25

VANCOUVER
Noteworthy Innovations
International Submarine Engineering 
is a global leader in the design and 
development of subsea, land and 
space robotic systems. The company 
produces large, autonomous 
underwater vehicles for laying fibre-
optic cable in ice-covered waters.

Businesses and associations from 
around the world meet in Vancouver to 
capitalize on industry leadership, the 
extensive talent pool and exceptional 
universities to make a global impact, 
while Vancouver’s world-class port is a 
key signatory to the World Ports Climate 
Action Program. We invite you to join us 
in Vancouver and be part of our high-tech 
clusters, leading ocean economy and 
booming international trade — all in the 
context of the climate emergency.”

BRYAN BUGGEY
Director, Vancouver Economic Commission 

COMPANIES

›  AML Oceanographic
›  Corvus Energy
›  ISE Ltd (International Submarine 

Engineering)

›  Port of Vancouver
›  Seaspan Marine
›  Zodiac Hurricane  

Technologies Inc.

POST-SECONDARY & RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS

›  British Columbia Institute of 
Technology

›  Ocean Wise Conservation 
Association 

›  Simon Fraser University
›  University of British Columbia
›  Vancouver Aquarium

Conference 
infrastructure
13,000
GUEST ROOMS

91,740 m2

(987,482 ft2) 
TOTAL MEETING SPACE

3,250 Gala 
43,339 m2

(466,500 ft2) 
AT THE VANCOUVER 
CONVENTION CENTRE

23-
dfo-mpo.gc.ca

24-
dfo-mpo.gc.ca

25-
Association of  
BC Marine Industries

30-
sustainableworldports.org

https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/stats/cfs-spc/tab/cfs-spc-tab2-eng.htm
https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/stats/maritime/tab/mar-tab2-eng.htm
https://sustainableworldports.org/wpcap/
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Québec City’s strategic location on 
the banks of the St. Lawrence River 
provides the perfect vantage point to 
welcome leading-edge ocean-related 
companies — including Canada’s 
largest shipbuilder — and world-class 
research centres. The Port of Québec, 
one of the top five in Canada, sees 
28M tonnes of merchandise shipped 
through its commercial zone annually. 
The city is also known for its maritime 
tourism sector, with more than  
1,300 ships ferrying 236,715 visitors 
into the area.31

7,000 JOBS PROVIDED 
THROUGH THE FISH  
AND SEAFOOD SECTOR  
IN QUÉBEC32

$416M VALUE OF SEAFOOD 
EXPORTS IN 201832

Did You Know… 
In November 2020, the Government of Canada announced 
nearly $2M in funding for projects to adopt clean tech in 
Quebec’s fisheries and aquaculture sector.33 

The Port of Québec provides the shortest route by sea 
between Europe and the Great Lakes. It welcomes 
nearly 1,130 commercial vessels that transship $20B of 
merchandise each year to the heart of North America. 

CONFERENCES

ArcticNet 

Annual

Arctic Council Working Group

2018

 

Future Arctic: International 
Workshop on Arctic Bryophytes 
and Lichens

2017

Arctic Change International 
Conference

2017

31- 
northstarmeetingsgroup.com

32-
markets.businessinsider.com

33-
canada.ca

34-
navigator.innovation.ca
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QUÉBEC CITY COMPANIES

›  Group Ocean Desgagnés
›  Groupe Océan (Ocean Group)

›  XpertSea

POST-SECONDARY & RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS

›  Canadian Research Icebreaker: 
CCGS Amundsen

›  Merinov
›  Institut maritime du Québec 

International
›  Université Laval Institut nordique 

du Québec 

Noteworthy Innovations
The Canadian research icebreaker 
CCGS Amundsen has been 
instrumental in revitalizing 
Canadian Arctic science by 
giving researchers and their 
international collaborators 
unprecedented access to the 
Arctic Ocean. The ship’s facilities 
and sophisticated equipment 
make it a versatile research 
platform for scientists in the 
natural, health and social sciences 
along with their partners from 
government, industry and northern 
communities.34

Merinov is the largest integrated 
centre in Canada for applied 
research in fishing, aquaculture 
and the processing and 
development of aquatic products.

We’ve hosted many ArcticNet Annual and 
Arctic Change meetings over the years 
and the staff, service, size, facilities and 
location of the Québec City Convention 
Centre is amazing.” 

MARTIN FORTIER
Executive Director, Sentinel North

Conference 
infrastructure
17,250
GUEST ROOMS

3,830 Gala 
28,000 m2

(300,000 ft2) 
QUÉBEC CITY 
CONVENTION CENTRE 

73,860 m2

(795,000 ft2) 
TOTAL MEETING SPACE 

https://www.northstarmeetingsgroup.com/Supplied-Content/Sponsored-Article/canada-oceans-industry-halifax-victoria-quebec-pei
https://markets.businessinsider.com/news/stocks/the-quebec-fisheries-fund-is-now-accepting-proposals-to-boost-innovation-in-the-quebec-fish-and-seafood-sector-1028135312
https://www.canada.ca/en/fisheries-oceans/news/2020/11/government-of-canada-announces-nearly-2-million-in-funding-for-projects-to-adopt-clean-tech-in-quebecs-fisheries-and-aquaculture-sector.html
https://navigator.innovation.ca/en/facility/universite-laval/ccgs-amundsen


B
U

SI
N

ES
S 

EV
EN

TS
  |

  O
C

EA
N

S
 S

EC
TO

R

2524

 b
us

in
es

se
ve

nt
sc

an
ad

a.
ca

 
#m

ee
tin

ca
na

da

Home to some of the world’s most 
exclusive facilities and technologies in 
ocean tech, research and innovation, 
St. John’s has long been considered 
a “City of Ocean Excellence.” With its 
focus on OceanTech and innovation, 
advanced post-secondary institutions 
and world-class ocean research 
and training facilities, St. John’s has 
become the epicentre of Canada’s 
ocean innovation ecosystem.34 
Combine this leadership with  
the warmth of Newfoundland  
and Labrador hospitality, and there’s 
little wonder why global organizations 
in the ocean sciences sector 
continually choose to host  
their events in St. John’s.

Did You Know… 
St. John’s is considered to be one of the best places in the 
world to receive an advanced education in oceans. In fact, 
Memorial University is the only Canadian university to make 
the list of the world’s top  
post-secondary institutions for the study of  
marine/ocean engineering.39 

Canada’s Ocean Supercluster is investing in many  
St. John’s area companies and institutions to accelerate 
the development and commercialization of globally relevant 
ocean solutions.

CONFERENCES

Innovate Canada 

2022

Women In Oceans 
Leadership Conference 

2022

World Aquaculture 
Society North America

2022

Arctic Regional 
Hydrology Commission 
Conference

2022

35-
advantagestjohns.ca

36-
stjohns.ca

37-
gov.nl.ca

38-
150.statcan.gc.ca

39-
gazette.mun.ca

40-
oceannews.com

37,000+ EMPLOYED 
IN NEWFOUNDLAND AND 
LABRADOR’S OCEAN 
ECONOMY36

16,000 EMPLOYED 
IN NEWFOUNDLANDAND 
LABRADOR’S SEAFOOD 
INDUSTRY37

$10B + CONTRIBUTED 
ANNUALLY TO 
NEWFOUNDLAND AND 
LABRADOR, AND CANADA, 
REPRESENTING 30% OF 
PROVINCIAL GDP38

450+ companies 
OPERATING IN THE GLOBAL 
OCEAN SECTOR IN GREATER 
ST. JOHN’S35

ST. JOHN’S

Noteworthy Innovations
Kraken’s SeaPowerTM pressure tolerant batteries underwent 
an endurance test to run several successful missions 
to depths greater than 5,000 metres and achieved an 
unprecedented 100+ hours without recharging while 
running a full survey payload.40

Virtual Marine specializes in the development of state-of-
the-art maritime safety training simulators offering  
skill-enhancing, hands-on, realistic and risk-free training. 

PanGeo specializes in advanced, high-definition, 3D 
acoustic technology to reduce seabed-related risk for 
offshore installations. Working with partners, PanGeo  
will reconfigure the Acoustic CorerTM 3D technology to allow 
for a wider area scan and the ability to image geohazards 
to depths greater than 30 metres sub-seabed and 
incorporate new AI processing technology. 

Rutter Technologies develops radar technologies in 
use in over 40 countries. Along with partners, it recently 
launched the $3M Rutter Internet of Things Project (IoT), 
which centralizes critical radar information and allows for 
sharing of relevant data on demand among agencies.

Speaking from experience as past host 
of an IEEE MTS OCEANS event, we 
are proof that the oceans innovation 
ecosystem in St. John’s is a huge 
supporter of all things oceans and that 
this holistic, community-based support 
system lends greatly to making this 
city an incredibly distinct and unique 
location to host ocean-related events.”

CATHERINE HOGAN 
Executive Director, OceansAdvance 

COMPANIES

›  C-CORE
›  eDNAtec
›  Genoa Design
›  Kraken Robotics
›  Ocean Choice 

International 

›  PAL Aerospace
›  Pangeo Subsea
›  Rutter
›  Seaformatics 

Systems Inc.
›  Virtual Marine

POST-SECONDARY & RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS

›  College of the North Atlantic
›  Energy Research & Innovation 

Newfoundland & Labrador 
›  Holyrood Marine Base 
›  Marine Institute
›  Memorial University of 

Newfoundland

›  National Research Council’s 
Ocean, Coastal and River 
Engineering Research Centre

›  Ocean Frontier Institute
›  Ocean Sciences Centre

Conference 
infrastructure
3,000
GUEST ROOMS

11,613 m2

(125,000 ft2) 
TOTAL MEETING SPACE 

1,548 Gala 
1,816 m2

(47,000 ft2) 
AT THE ST. JOHN’S 
CONVENTION CENTRE

Did You Know… 

St. John’s has a concentration 
of harsh marine environment 
institutes and facilities that are 
unparalleled in the world. For 
example, the city is home to one 
of the world’s longest ice tanks, 
the world’s largest flume tank, 
numerous marine simulators and a 
state-of-the-art wave tank.

Newfoundland and Labrador seafood 
products are exported to over 40 
countries and 75% of its fish and 
seafood is certified sustainable by 
the Marine Stewardship Council 
standard (by value).

https://advantagestjohns.ca/work-here/key-sectors-industries/#ocean-tech
https://www.stjohns.ca/sites/default/files/files/publication/2019%20January%20Economic%20Update_0.pdf
https://www.gov.nl.ca/ffa/files/publications-pdf-syir-2018.pdf
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/16-002-x/2021001/article/00001-eng.htm
https://gazette.mun.ca/research/worldwide-exposure/
https://www.oceannews.com/news/subsea-and-survey/kraken-s-subsea-battery-technology-achieves-major-milestone
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FREDERICTON & SAINT JOHN

The Canadian cities of 
Fredericton and Saint John  
are hubs for research and 
innovation in the oceans 
sector. Here, community and 
collaboration come together to 
attract industry and events from 
across the oceans sector. The 
ocean economy in New Brunswick 
provides tens of thousands 
of jobs across a vast range of 
areas, including fisheries, energy, 
marine research, aquaculture, 
transportation and shipping,  
and tourism.

25,500 
FULL-TIME EQUIVALENT  
JOBS IN THE PROVINCE  
OF NEW BRUNSWICK, WITH 
$950M IN EARNED INCOME

$1.1B
IN DIRECT AND SPINOFF  
GDP GENERATED BY  
NEW BRUNSWICK’S  
OCEANS SECTOR

400+ businesses
ENGAGED IN THE OCEAN 
SECTOR IN NEW BRUNSWICK, 
ACCOUNTING FOR 2% OF 
TOTAL JOBS IN THE PROVINCE 
IN OCEANS INDUSTRIES

797
COMMERCIAL FISHING 
LICENCE HOLDERS IN 
SOUTHERN NEW BRUNSWICK41

CONFERENCES

ACFFA Aquaculture, 
Research, Science 
and Technology 
FORUM

2021

Science Atlantic 
Aquaculture 
and Fisheries 
Conference 

2019

Association of 
Canadian Port 
Authorities

2019

COMPANIES

›  3D Planeta 
›  Atlantic Towing
›  Chopin Coastal Health Solutions
›  Cooke Aquaculture
›  In Nature Robotics 

›  J.D. Irving
›  Marine Thinking
›  Mowi Aquaculture
›  Skretting
›  Teledyne Caris 

POST-SECONDARY & RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS

›  Huntsman Marine  
Science Centre

›  Mactaquac Biodiversity Facility
›  New Brunswick  

Community College

›  University of New Brunswick 
•  Geodesy and Geomatics

 •  Canadian Rivers Institute
 •  Marine Additive Manufacturing 

Centre of Excellence

41-
DFO

NEW 
BRUNSWICK

With the province’s largest cluster of 
academia, public and private research 
institutes, the city of Fredericton represents 
the convergence of New Brunswick’s 
resource industries, its manufacturing 
capacity and new technology development, 
making it a global leader in today’s 
knowledge-based economy.”

MEAGHAN SEAGRAVE,  
Executive Director BioNB

“As the only city on the Bay of Fundy, Saint 
John offers a unique logistics hub of land, air, 
rail and sea with continued innovation and 
expansion happening at Port Saint John. 
And our cruise partners are recognized 
globally for their best-in-class customer 
service delivery — we are a destination that’s 
ready to welcome the world.”

PAULETTE HICKS,  
CEO Envision Saint John: The Regional Growth Agency

3D Planeta was created as a spinoff from the research 
at UNB’s Geodesy and Geomatics department to 
provide true 3D imaging of satellite and underwater 
terrain data.

HydroSpark, an Ocean Supercluster project led by 
Kognitiv Sparks and involving Kraken Robotics, NBCC 
and UNB’s Geodesy and Geomatics Department 
and Computer Science Faculty, will use the Microsoft 
HoloLens to to visualize underwater environments 
via mixed reality technologies. This has the potential 
to support training, mission planning and rehearsal, 
and defence and other marine sector underwater 
operations.44

The Marine Additive Manufacturing Centre of 
Excellence at UNB is developing new materials and 
processes for 3D metal printing with applications for 
the marine and naval sectors. A long-term goal is to 
develop the methods of placing such equipment on 
vessels to enable printing of spare parts while at sea.

A UNB research program has been collaborating 
with Atlantic Canadian harvesters in tracking and 
monitoring lobster stock and habitat and leading 
initiatives for international research into this food 
source and economic staple.

Noteworthy Innovations
New Brunswick’s Valorēs led a 
Canada-wide project aimed at 
the development of aquaculture 
and the profitable marketing of 
Arctic char in Canada.43

Conference 
infrastructure
FREDERICTON 
2,000
GUEST ROOMS

11,613 m2

(125,000 ft2)  
TOTAL MEETING SPACE

1,000 Gala 
3,345 m2

(36,000 ft2) 
AT THE FREDERICTON 
CONVENTION CENTRE

 
SAINT JOHN 
1,800
GUEST ROOMS

11,427 m2

(123,000 ft2)  
TOTAL MEETING SPACE

1,100 Gala 
1,406 m2

(15,136 ft2) 
AT THE SAINT JOHN 
TRADE  
& CONVENTION CENTRE

Did You Know… 
With 12,740 tonnes of marine plants 
harvested, southern New Brunswick 
is the largest supplier of marine 
plants in Atlantic Canada [Source: 
Department of Fisheries & Oceans].

Port Saint John is Atlantic Canada’s 
largest port by volume and has a 
diverse cargo base, handling an 
average of 28M metric tonnes of 
cargo each year.42

Capitalizing on its natural strength 
and proximity to markets, Port Saint 
John is making a $205M investment 
to modernize its West Side terminal.

42-
sjport.com

43-
valores.ca

44-
oceansupercluster.ca

https://www.sjport.com/cargo/
https://valores.ca/en/a-propos/bulletin/lomble-chevalier-le-salmonide-de-demain
https://oceansupercluster.ca/hydrospark-project/
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CHARLOTTETOWN
Surrounded by water, it’s only 
natural that Canada’s smallest 
province is big on marine tech 
innovation and aquaculture. With 
world-class research institutes, a 
thriving entrepreneurial ecosystem 
and an idyllic oceanside location, 
Charlottetown is a natural choice for 
events dedicated to sustainability, 
ocean harvesting and more.  
The advanced marine technology 
sector in Prince Edward Island (PEI) is 
largely focused on marine, oil and gas, 
and ship building-related solutions.

Did You Know… 
The cool, fresh waters of Prince Edward Island’s bays and 
estuaries provide optimal growing conditions for farmed 
blue mussels and farmed oysters. As a result, some 70% 
of Canada’s mussels are produced in the province.

Each year, approximately 41M pounds of lobster are 
harvested and exported to more than 28 countries from the 
waters surrounding Prince Edward Island.

CONFERENCES

International Symposium on 
Aquatic Animal Health, ISAAH

2018

Atlantic International Chapter of 
American Fisheries Societies

2019

Aquaculture Association of 
Canada Conference

2024

6,398  
EMPLOYED IN PEI  
OCEAN SECTOR23 

$650M  
ECONOMIC IMPACT FROM 
SEAFOOD SECTOR IN PEI

COMPANIES

›  AquaBounty Farms
›  Aspin Kemp and Associates
›  Atlantech
›  Elanco Canada Ltd.
›  MarineNav

›  Nautilus Biosciences Croda
›  NorCan Marine
›  Pegasus Biotech Inc.
›  Red Rock Power
›  RPS Biologiques

POST-SECONDARY & RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS

›  Holland College
›  University of Prince Edward 

Island
 •  Aquatic Animal Pathogen and  

Biocontainment Laboratory,  
Fisheries and Oceans

 •  Aquatic Virology Collaborating  
Centre

 • Canadian Aquaculture Institute

 •  Canadian Centre for Climate  
Change and Adaptation

 •  Centre for Aquaculture  
Technologies

 •  Centre for Aquatic Health  
Sciences

 •  National Aquatic Animal Health  
Laboratory System

Noteworthy Innovations
PEI’s Aspin Kemp & Associates 
developed the world’s first hybrid 
power system for tugboats. 

The Department of Chemistry and 
the Department of Biomedical 
Science at the University of PEI 
and Nautilus Biosciences Croda 
have isolated an antibiotic 
producer from marine sediment 
using genome sequencing.

Halibut PEI, a land-based, closed-
contained Ocean Wise-certified 
halibut aquaculture operation, 
is using its own geothermal 
modified saltwater wells to 
ensure a reliable and safe water 
supply at a low operating cost.

Abegweit Biodiversity Enhancement Hatchery, 
operating under the Abegweit First Nation Fisheries and 
Natural Resources program, hatches eggs and nurtures 
the fry until about 10,000 fingerlings are ready to be 
released back into PEI waterways annually.

Our innovative marine manufacturing 
companies have been contributing their 
knowledge and products worldwide for 
many years. We are ready to share the 
knowledge gained from our experts in 
these markets here on PEI.”

SUSAN FREEMAN
Executive Director, Meetings & Conventions PEI

Conference 
infrastructure
1,500
GUEST ROOMS

18,116 m2

(195,000 ft2) 
TOTAL MEETING SPACE

31,344 Gala 
4,645 m2

(50,000 ft2) 
AT THE PEI  
CONVENTION  
CENTRE

23-
dfo-mpo.gc.ca

https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/stats/cfs-spc/tab/cfs-spc-tab2-eng.htm
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Given its strategic location on North 
America’s east coast, top-notch 
universities and research institutes, 
and the depth of its science-based 
workforce, it’s no surprise that 
Halifax is one of the foremost ocean 
centres in the world. The city excels 
in a diversity of areas, touching on 
virtually every end use of the ocean 
— including ocean tech acoustics, 
sensors and instruments, fisheries 
and aquaculture, shipbuilding, ocean 
observation and energy. This vibrant 
ecosystem makes Halifax an excellent 
host destination for international 
ocean sciences events.

Did You Know… 
Bedford Institute of Oceanography is Canada’s largest 
centre for oceans research with 600 scientists, 
engineers and technicians. This federal research lab is a 
focal point for Halifax’s ocean research and academics.

The Aquatron at Dalhousie University is the largest 
university aquatic research facility in Canada and 
considered one of the top in the world. It’s home to six 
large tanks holding a combined volume of over 2,000 m3, 
along with a range of smaller tanks, research spaces and 
equipment.

One hundred-sixty billion tonnes of water every tide in 
the Bay of Fundy helps make Nova Scotia’s Fundy Ocean 
Research Centre for Energy Canada’s leading research 
centre for in-stream tidal energy.

Did You Know… 
Ireland-based Xocean is expanding 
to Halifax and developing a fleet 
of unmanned surface vessels to 
gather data from the ocean. It is 
undertaking hydrographic research 
and surveying, including seabed 
mapping and monitoring of  
subsea structures.

CONFERENCES

Society for Marine Mammalogy 

Conference on the Biology of 
Marine Mammals

2017

International Conference on 
Underwater Networks & Systems

2017

OceanPredict19: Global Ocean 
Data Assimilation Experiment 
GODAE Oceanview—Ocean 
Forecasting Symposium

2019

Oceans MTS | IEEE OCEANS

2024

34,800 EMPLOYED  
IN THE OCEANS SECTOR

$4.5B CONTRIBUTED  
BY THE OCEAN SECTOR 
IN NOVA SCOTIA, EQUAL 
TO ROUGHLY 12% OF 
PROVINCIAL GDP45

$2.3B IN FISH AND 
SEAFOOD PRODUCTS 
EXPORTED TO OVER 80 
COUNTRIES FROM NOVA 
SCOTIA IN 2019

300+ COMPANIES 
OPERATE IN THE OCEANS 
SECTOR IN NOVA SCOTIA

HALIFAX Did You Know… 
The Ocean Tracking Network (OTN) in Halifax is a global 
aquatic animal tracking, technology, data management 
and partnership platform headquartered at Dalhousie 
University. OTN and its partners are using electronic tags 
to track more than 200 keystone, commercially important 
and endangered species worldwide.

Noteworthy Innovations
Sustainable Blue, a company based in Halifax, has 
developed a land-based, saltwater grow-out facility, 
enabling the production of farmed Atlantic salmon 
throughout the year.

The PIER (Port, Innovation, Engagement and Research), 
Canada’s first living lab for marine transportation, supply 
chain and logistics, opened in November 2021. 

Dalhousie University’s new Ocean Research Strategy is 
being developed and implemented to coordinate ocean-
related research activities that crosses 13 faculties and 
harnesses more than $180M in research funding. The new 
strategy will help accelerate Halifax’s already successful 
and growing ocean sector.

Halifax is a global leader in the 
knowledge-based ocean economy, 
and is home to Canada’s new Ocean 
Supercluster as well as leading 
institutions in the domain of offshore 
energy, aquaculture and ocean research. 
With direct and easy air access from 
both Europe and the US, a new state-
of-the-art convention centre, plenty of 
hotels and a culturally vibrant city, many 
international organizations have chosen 
Halifax to host their conferences.”

ROSS JEFFERSON
President & CEO, Discover Halifax

Conference 
infrastructure
5,400
GUEST ROOMS

64,475 m2

(694,000 ft2) 
TOTAL MEETING SPACE

2,000 Gala 
11,148 m2

(120,000 ft2) 
AT THE HALIFAX  
CONVENTION CENTRE

45-
novascotiabusiness.com

COMPANIES

›  Acadian Seaplants Ltd.
›  Bluedrop Performance Learning
›  DSM
›  Irving Shipbuilding
›  Kraken Robotics
›  L-3 Electronics Systems Services
›  MDA 
›  MetOcean Telematics
›  Ultra Electronics Maritime Systems
›  Welaptega

POST-SECONDARY  
& RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS

›  Bedford Institute of Oceanography
›  Centre for Ocean Ventures and 

Entrepreneurship
›  Dalhousie University
 • Halifax Marine Research Institute
 • International Ocean Institute
 •  Marine Environmental Observation  

 Prediction and Response
 • Ocean Frontier Institute
›  Nova Scotia Community College
 •  Sensing, Engineering and Analytics  

Technology Access Centre 

https://www.novascotiabusiness.com/business/oceans
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A place not just to explore, but to 
connect. Where the extraordinary is 
rewarded and celebrated. Where open 
minds, intrepid spirits and glowing 
hearts are welcome. A place that 
inspires and refreshes. A place to 
discover the potential within each one 
of us. Want your next incentive event 
to leave an indelible mark on the heart 
of your organization? Let Canada show 
you the way.

CANADA:
A NATURAL
REWARD  
FOR TOP 
PERFORMERS

BC’S COASTAL RESORTS. Take your group off the 
grid and into the wild. Discover luxe coastal resorts 
in British Columbia accessible only by helicopter, 
floatplane or boat. Each offers an unparalleled stage 
for exclusive corporate gatherings, naturally fostering 
creativity and fresh perspectives — making them 
some of the best places in Canada to reward peak 
performance and for corporate incentive winners to 
connect with nature, and with each other.

TREAT YOUR TEAM TO A CANADIAN KITCHEN 
PARTY. A Canadian folk tradition, the Canadian 
Kitchen Party welcomes those who come from away 
with the best of Atlantic Canada culture and cuisine: 
fresh-from-the-ocean lobster boil, entertainers 
leading your group in song and dance, plus poets 
and storytellers sharing tales from outport life. Spend 
your day on the ocean catching your dinner with local 
fishers before enjoying a delicious seafood feast on 
the beach.
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LOOKING FOR MORE INSPIRED INCENTIVE IDEAS? 
Connect with us to learn more. 

→ businessevents@destinationcanada.com

VANCOUVER
FOX HARB’R

WHISTLER

WHITEHORSE

YELLOWKNIFE

ST. JOHN’S

JASPER

BANFF
CALGARY

A GOURMET SEASIDE RETREAT. Nova Scotia is 
known for peaceful shores and delicious seafood. Give 
your superstars the chance to taste it all at Fox Harb’r 
Resort, which offers a variety of unique sea-to-table 
culinary experiences. Through Lobster 101, top achievers 
are welcomed to Lighthouse Point, where they will gather 
for an informative session with a chef who covers how to 
choose, cook and crack a lobster. That’s followed by the 
main event: a classic lobster boil and al fresco dining on 
the elegant waterfront terrace. As another option, celebrate 
your team with an exclusive oceanside gourmet dinner at 
the Fox Harb’r Estate vineyard that includes award-winning 
wines and a delicious, locally sourced menu.

DINE ON THE OCEAN FLOOR. When it comes 
to once-in-a-lifetime experiences, it’s hard to beat 
watching the ebb and flow of the highest tides in 
the world. Combine this extraordinary sight with an 
outstanding meal, and your superstars are in for a real 
treat. Burntcoat Head Park at the Bay of Fundy in 
Nova Scotia delivers all of that and more: the chance 
to savour surf and turf while dining on the ocean floor 
during low tide, sipping local wine and craft beer, and 
gazing out as the rising tides meet the sinking sun. 

KAYAK IN ICEBERG ALLEY. Cross paths with 
10,000-year-old icebergs while kayaking in Iceberg 
Alley, which stretches from the coast of Labrador to 
Newfoundland. You may even find yourself paddling 
right next to playful pods of dolphins and breaching 
humpback whales, while puffins, a bird native to the 
area, fly over you. Finish your day on the shore with 
local iceberg cocktails foraged from the ocean. This is 
one Canadian ocean-bound adventure that your team 
won’t ever forget. 

Harbour Air Beaver, departing Green Lake, Whistler

Ednas restaurant

Newfoundland Labrador, FinnBeales

mailto:businessevents%40destinationcanada.com?subject=


NO ONE KNOWS CANADA  
LIKE WE DO
Destination Canada’s Business Events Team offers in-depth 
knowledge of Canada. Our team can help you deliver compelling 
content audiences want to consume when they meet in Canada. 
Connect with us for solutions and support on the fundamentals of 
meeting in Canada, including where to meet and recommended 
innovation hubs best suited to your specific event. Allow us to 
make introductions to our cross-country network of meeting and 
event partners, oceans sector experts, leaders and innovators, 
and those who can help champion your event, augment your 
program, grow your membership and event audiences, and  
deliver a return on your event investment. 

Consider Destination Canada your first point of contact when 
considering Canada for your event.

FIND OUT MORE   
→ businesseventscanada.ca 
→ #meetincanada

Virginie De Visscher
Senior Director, Business Development, Economic Sectors
DeVisscher.Virginie@destinationcanada.com
+1 204 802 0920

Pamela Wilton
Business Development Manager, Economic Sectors
Wilton.Pamela@destinationcanada.com 
+1 204 223 1922

WINTER 2021
 
This brochure is a collaborative effort between Destination Canada, Invest in Canada, 
Canadian tourism and economic development agencies and partners. All statistics quoted, 
unless otherwise noted, were as of publication. For more information on data and sources, 
contact Destination Canada Research at: research@destinationcanada.com
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